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Very Olde Man: 
OR 
The Age andlong Life of Thomas Par, 


The Sonne of John Parr of Winnington in the 
Pariſh of Alberbury ; in the County of 
Salopp, (or Shropſhire) who was Borne in 
the Raigne of King Edwardthc 4*. and 
is now living inthe Strand, being 
aged 152. yearesand odd 
Moncthes,” 


His Manner of Life and Converſation 
in ſo longa Pilgrimage ; his. Marriages, 


and his rioging up to:Londos about 
the end of Seprember laſt. 
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T6 3 CY 
THE HIGH AND 
MIGHTIE PRINCE, 
CnarLEs, By the Grace of God, 


King of great Britaine , France and 
Ircland, Detender of the Faith, &c. 


F Subjeas (my dread Liege) tu manifeſt, 
You Fl ;e theoldſt,the greateſt, the leaſt: 
That for an Old, a Great,and Little man, 
No kingdom (ſure ) compare with Britain can; 
One, for hu extraovdtnary ſtature, 

(Guards well yoar ates, e#by inſlinof Nature 
(As hee ts flrong) 6 Loyall, True,and Juſt, 

Fit, and moſt able, for hus Charge and Truſt. 
The other's [malt mit well compoſed feature 
Deſerves the Title of a Pretty Creature : 

And doth Cor mqy) retaine as good a mind 


As Greater men, and be as well inclin'd: 
A} He | 


| hee may be great in ſpir't, though ſmall in fight, 
"  Whilf all bu beſt of Sewn 4 if Delight. 
| The Old ft, your Subjeft it ; but for my uſe, 
| F make him here, the $ ubjed of my * Muſe: 
Andas bu Aged Terſon gain'd the grace, 
| T hat where hi Soveraipn was, to be _—_ 
And kiſſe your Royall Hand , F humbly crave, 
Hu Lives wh ge may Gs Love. 
 eAnd as your ajeity hath y” before 
Lookd on my Poems ; Prayreade thu one more. 
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Your Majeſties 
| : moſt / 
Humble Subje& 


and 


Servant, 


lonn Tarios, 


THE OCCASION OF 
this Old Mares being brought 


out of Shropſhiere to LONDON. 


S it is impoſsible for the Sun 
| to be without light, or hire 
a8 to have no heate; ſo is it un- 
=» deniable that true Honour is 
as inſeparably addicted to Vertue , as the 
Steele to the Load-ſtone, and without 
great violence neither the one or the 
other can be ſundred. Which manifeftly 
appeares , in the conveying, out of the 
Countrcy , of this poore ancient Man 
(Monumeat I may lay, and almoſt Mi- 
racle of Nature. ) Forthe Right Honor, 
ble, Thomas Earle of Arundel and Surrey, 
Earle Marſhall of England, &c. ow 
lacely in Shropſbiere to viſit. ſome Lands 


: 


and. Magners which his Lordfhipt holds 


3 [od 


if 


The very Old Man: or 


in that County , or, for ſome other occa- 
ſions of Importance, which cauſed his 
Lordſhip to be there. The Report of 
this Aged Man was certified to his Ho- 
nour; who hearing of {o remarkable a 
Picce of Antiquity, his Lordſhip was 
pleaſed toſee him,and in his Innated No- 
ble and Chriſtian Piety , hee tooke him 
into his charitable tuition and prote- 
&tion ;, Commanding that a Litter and 
two Horſes (for the more caſic carriage 
of 2 man {ob enfeebled and worne with 
Age) to be provided for him ; Allo; that 
a Daughter-in-Lawy of his- (named Lu- 
cye) ſhould likewiſe attend him , and 
haye a Horſe for her owne riding with 
him; And (to cheere up the Old Man, 
and,make him merry) there was an An- 
tique-fac'd-fellow, called Jatke, or John 


the Foale, with a high and mighty no 
Beard, that had alſo,a Horſe for his ca- 
riage, Theſe all were to be brought out 
of the Conntrey to Londos, by AT lour- 
neyes; the Charges being allowed by his 

Pr , Lordſhip 


'The Life of Thomas Parr. 


Lordſhip, and likewiſe one of his Ho. 
nours ovne Servants, named Brian Kel- 
ley, to ride on hor{eback with them, and 
to attend and defray all manner of Rec- 
konings and Expences; all which was 
done accordingly as followeth. 
Wianington is a Hamlet in the Pariſh 
of Alberbury, neere a place called the 
Welſh Poole, cight miles = Shrewſbury, 


Towne of the Farles aforeſaid ; and the 
next day to Shefzall, ( a Mannour Houſc 


of his Lordſhips ) where they likewiſe 
ſaicd one night; from Shefnall they came 
ro Woolyerhampton , and the next dayto 
Brimicham, from thence to Coventry; and 
although Maſter Kelley had much to do 
to keepe the people off that preſſed upon 
him inall places where hee came, yet at 
Coventry hee was moſt oppreſt : for they 
came in ſuch multitudes to ſee the Olde 
Man , that thoſe that defended him, 
were almoſt quite tyred and ſpent, and 


the aged man in danger to have bin ſtife- 
B led; 


from whence hee was carried to Wim) a rf 7 


i RSforcgs hte 
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#. 


T he wery Old Man : or 


ſed; and ina word , the rabble were 
fo unruly , that *Bryaz was in doubt hee 
thould bring his Charge no further, (fo 
oreedy are the Vulgar to hearken to, or 
gaze after novelties.) The trouble being 
oyer, the next day they paſt ro Daventry , 
to ſtony Stratford, to Redburn, and foto 
London, where he 1s well entertain'd and 
accomodated with all things, having all 
the aforclaid Attendants, at the ſole 
Charge and Coſt of his Lordſhip. 


One Remarkable Paſſage of the Old Mans 
*Pollicie muſt not be omitted or for- 
gotten, which ts thus, 


His three Leaſes of 63. yeares being 
expired, hee tooke his laſt Leaſe of his 
Landlord (one Maſter John Porter) for 
his Life, with which Leaſe, hee hath 1It- 
ved morethen 5 o. yeares (as 1s further 
hereafter declared ;) but this Old Man 
would (for his wives fake) renew his 
Leaſe for yeares, which his Landlord 
would 


T he Life of T homas Parr, 
would nor conſent unto ; wherefore old 
Parr , (having beene long blind) facting 
in his chaire by the fire, his wife look'd 
out of the window,and perceiv'd Maſter 
Edward Porter, the Son of his Landlord , 
t9-come towards their houſe, which ſhe 


told her husband, ſaying, Husband, our 


young Land-lord is comming hither : Is 
he fo, ſaid old Parr ; Iprethee wite lay 


a Pin on the ground neere my foot, or at' 


my right toe; which, ſhe did; and when 
yong Maſter Porter (yet forty yeares old) 
was come intothe houle after ſalutations 
between them, the Old Man ſaid, Wife, 
is not that a Pin which lyes at my foot ? 
Truly husband, quoth ſhe, it is a Pin in- 
deed, ſo ſhe tooke up the Pin, and Maſter 
Porter was halfe in a maze that the Old 
Man had recovered his light againe ; but 
it was quickly tound co be a witty con- 
ceit, therby to have them to ſuppole him 
to be more lively than hee was, becaule 
hee hop'd to have his Leaſe renew'd for 


his wives ſake, as aforeſaid. 
B 2 He 
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The very Old Man: ec, 


Hee hath had two Children by his 
firſt wite , a Son and a Daughter, the 
Buyes name was John and lived but ten 
weekes; the Girle was named Joan, and 
ſhee lived but three vwveekes. So that 
it appeares hee hath out-lived the moſt 
part of the people that are living neere 
there,three times over. 


The very Old Man: 


OR, 
The Life of T homes Parr. 


SEN Old man's twice a child(the proverb faies) 
7 S And many old men nere ſaw halfe his daies 
Of whom l write; for he at firſt had life; 
When Yorke and Lancaſters Domeſtique ſtrife _ 
In her owne blond had fa&tious England drenchd, 
Vntill Feet Peace thoſe civil flames had quench'd. 
When as fourth Edwards Raigneto'end drew nigh, 
Fobn Parr (a man that liv'd by Hasbandry ) 

Begot this Thomas Parr, and borne was Hee 

The yeare of fourteen hundred, cighty three: 
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And as his Fathers Living and his Trade, 

Was Plough, and Carr, Sithe,Sickle,Bill and Spade, 

The Harroww, Matcock Flayle, Rake, Fork, & Goad, 
And Whip, and how toLoad, and ro Vnload. 

Old Tom hath ſhew'd kianlelfe the Son of Tobn, 

And from his Fathers fun&tion hath not gone. 


A Digreſton. 


Fr I have read of as meane Pedigrees, 
That have attain'd to Noble dignities 
Agathocies,a Potters Son, and yet 
The Kingdome of Stcilja hee did get, 
Great 1 dur lajws, a Scythian Shepherd was, 
Yer (1n his time) all Princes did ſurpaſle. 
Firſt Prolomey (the King of Agypts Land) 
A poorc mans Son of Alexanders Band. 
Dtoclefaan, Emperour,'wasa Scrivencrs Son, 
And Proba trom a Gard ner th*'Empire won. 
Pertinix was a Bondmans Son, and wan 
The Empi:e; So did / alentinian, 
Who was the oft- ſpring of 2 Rope- maker, 
Ara Xaxminu of a Mule-driver. 


And 
C2 ELESSTEDTWEDEDE, 


The Life of '{ homas Parr. 


. Andif I onthe truth doe righely glance, 
Hugh Capet was a Butcher, King of France. 
By this I have digreſt, I have expreſt 


Promotion comes not from the Eaſt or Weſt. 


To the Matter. 


O much tor that,now to my Theame againe : 
This Thomas Parr hath liv'd th'expired Raigne 
Of ten great Kings and Queenes, th'eleventh nov 
The Scepter, (bleſt by tt'ancient of all days.) (ways 
Hee hath ſurviv'd the &2wards, fourth and fift, - 
And the third Richard, who made many athitfr 
To place the Crowne on his Ambitious head; 
The ſeventh & eighth brave Henries both are dead, 
S1xt Edward, Mary, Pip, Elſabeth, 
And bleſt remembred Iames, all theſe by. death 
Have changed life, and almoſt *leven yeares fince 
The happy raigne of ( barles our gracious Prince, 
Tom Pary hath liv'd, as by Record appeares 
Nine Monthes, one hundred fifty, and rwo yeares. 
Amongſt the Leara'd, 'tis held in generall 


That every ſeventh yeare's Climactericall, 
And 
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And dang'rous to mans life, and that they be 
Moſt perillous, atth'Age of ſixty three, 


Which is, nine Climate: but this Man 


Of whom I w rice, (ince fit his life began) 
Hath liv-d of Climacericals {uch plenty, 


Thathe hath almoſt out-liv'd rwo and twenty. 


For by Records, and true Certihcate, 

From Shrop/hiere late, Relations doth relate, 
That Hee liv'd 17 yeares with obs his Father, 
And 18 with a Maſter , which I gather 

To be full thirty ive ; his Sires deceaſc 

Left him foure yeares Poſleſtion of a Leaſe; 
Which paſt, Lewes Porter Gentleman, did then 
For twenty one yeares grant his Leaſe agen ? 

That Leaſe expir'd, the Son of Lew's call'd Tohy, 
Let him thelike Leaſe, and that'time being gone, 
Then Hugh, the Son of John (laſt nam'd before) 
For one and twenty yeares, {old one Leaſe more. 
And laſtly, he hath held from Tohn, Hugh's Son, 
A Leaſe for's lite theſe fifty yeares, out-run : 

And till old Thomas Parr, to Earth againe | 
Recurne, the laſt Leaſe muſt his owne Tremaine. 


Thus 
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Thus having ſhew'd th'extention of his Age, 
le ſhew ſome Actions of his Pilgrimage. 
His Marriage. 
A Tedious time a Batchelour hee carried, : 
Full.cightie yeares of age before. he wht 

His:Conrinence, to-queſtion Ple not call, 

Mans frailtie's weake, and oft dothilip and fall, 

No doubt bur hee in fourſtore yeares might ow: 
In Salop's Countie, females-faire and kind':' '- -.. 
But whathave Ito dvewith that; let paſſe, 

Ac tlvage aforeſaid hee rf married was: 

To lane, Ioby-Daylors/Daughter; and tis ame. 
Thatfhe (before heliddbor)) was x Mayd;-: 

With herho liv'd yeares'three timeacen and: _ : 
Andthenſhe:dy\d(asall good wives will. Goe.) 
She dead (FEA 2 Widdowerſtay: ©: 
Ther once more ventred irvthe Wedloek viay'n : 
And in afte&tion techis thi wiſe: Iau 3 - FM 
Hee tooke anorher ofthatrname apaine;:. ' ':-i! 1. 
(Wich whom he nowwdorklive)fhe was cape 
To one nam'd Ambonyi(and furnatn'd Alda) - 
She was (avby report itdodiappears)-- 
Of Gill{ek Pariſh; in Mowngomry/biere - | 


2s ne ob iba Llogde( w corraptly- Tinh . - 
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Of ancient houle, and gentle Cambrian Blood. 
Digreſſion. 
Vt hold, I had forgot, in's firſt wives Time, 
Hee frayly, touly, fell into a Crime, 
Which richer, poorer, older men, and younger, 
More baſe, more noble, weaker men, and ſtronger 
Have Bllac i into. | 
The Ctherean, or the Papbean game , | 
That thundring Iuptter did oft inflame | | 
Moſt cruell cut-chroat Hars layd by his Armes, 
And was a ſlave to Loves Inchanting charmes, 
And many a Pagan god, and {cmi-god, 
The common road of luſtfull love hath trod.: 
For from the Emp'rour to the ruſſet Clowne, 
All ſtates, cach ſex, from Cottage to the Crowne, 
Have inall Ages' ſince the firſt Creation,” 
Bin foy]d,& overthrown with Loves cempration: 
So was Ar Thomas, for he chanc'd to [py 
A Beauty, and Love cntred ar his cye, | 
Whoſe pow'rfull motion dreve on foect conſent, 7 
Conſent drew Action, Aﬀtion drew Content, - | 
But when the periad of thoſe j joyes were palt, 
Thoſe {weet delights were {ourely ſauc'd at a 
The fleſh reraines; what inthe Bone i is bred,” 
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/ he Life of Fhomas Parr. 
And one Colts tooth was thenin old Toms head, 

It may be he was guld as ſome have bin, 

And luffred punithment for others finne , 

For pleaſures like a Trap, a grin,or ſnare, 

Or (like a painted harlot) ſeemes moſt faire, 
| Bur when ſhe goes away, and takes her leave, 
No ugly Beaft ſo foule a ſhape can have. 
Faire Katyerin Milton, was this Beauty bright, 
(Faire like an Angell, but in weight too light) 
Whole fervent feature did inflame fo far 
The Ardent feryour of old Thomas Parr, 
Thar for Lawes ſatisfaction, 'twas thought meer, 
He ſhould he purg'd, by ſtanding in a Sheer, 
Which aged (He) one hundred and fiveyeare, 
In Alberbwry's Pariſh Church did weare. 
Should All that fo offend, ſuch Pennance doe, 
Oh, what a price would Linnea riſe unto, 
| All would be turn'd to ſheets, our ſhirts & fmocks 
) Our Tablelinnen, very Porters Frocks 
'/ Would hardly ſcape tranf-forming, but all's one, 
/ He ſuffred, and his Puniſhment 1s done. 
| Amwother Paſſage more of his Life. 

Vt to proceed, more ſerious in Relation, 

LJ He is a Wonder, worthy Admnration, 


"7 he v very Old | 7 ps 
Hee's in thele times "ll d with Inquiry) 

No 4ntiquary, but Antiquity ; 

For his Longeuity's of {uch extent, 

That hec's a living mortal! Monument. 

And as high Tovvres, (that ſteme the sky toſhoul, 
By cating Time,conſumc.away and m0lder, (der) 
Vncill at laſt ia piece meale they doe fall, 

Till they are buried in their Ruines All: 

So this Old Man, his limbs theirſtrengttchaveleft, 
His teeth all gone/(burone) his ſight bereft, 
His ftinewesſ{hrunk, his blood moſt chill: __ cold, 
Small folace, Im perſections manifold: 

Yet {tilt his fp/rirs poſleſlc is morteall Tr; 

Nor arc his Eget in his:ruinesfhrundk; 

But that his Flearing's quicke; his Mak 

Hee'l feed well; {teep well, well difpeft his roy 
Hee will ſpeaks heartily, laugh, _ be:merry ; 
Drinke Ale,'and now and then a cup-of Sherry ; 
Loves Company, and Vnderſtanding talke, 

And (on both ſides held up )wilt ſometimes:walk, 
And thougtrold Age his face with wrinckles fill; 
He hath been handſome, and is comely Mill, 

Well facd;andthough his Beard not of torreRt 
Yer neate1t grovves, not he caBratd neglected! 
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The "#79 of bomeas Parr. 

From head to heele;hisbodyharh altover; 

A Quick-ſer, Fhick:ſer natal hairy over. 

And thus (as my dull weake Inyention can) 

I have Annatomiz'd this: 'poore: Old Man. 
Though Age be incident to'moft cranſgreſcing, 

Yet Time well ſpeht; makes Age to bea bleſving, 

And if our ſtadies would bur daign tv look, 

And ſ{criouſly to ponder Natures Flodke 


We there _ rid'thatMan;the nlobleſ Creatuxe) : 


By-ryot and excefſe. doth murder Nature. * 
This man nerc fed on'dearecompou _ diſhes 
Of Metaraorphas'd beafts: uh -afi4fi fo, 
The earth, andayre, 'thebojunll elf{Octin* 
Were neverrak'd nor forrag'd forthis Man; ," : 
Nor ever did Phyſicianto (his coſt”) 4 | 
Send purging Phyſick throwuphihis ours in uy 
In all his lifetimehewas never knowne, 
Thatdrinking others healths, he Joſthis' one. 
The Dutch,the French,the Greek Ee Rot Gas 4 
Vpon his realdtr never mate Rape; gs. 

For Ryot, 15 for Froy an'Annagram ; 

And Ryor waſted Troy; with: fword and Cad; : 
And ſyrely- that which wills {ins tie f = 
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The very Old Man : or 

Whilſt ſenſyglny zhe.Pallarpleaſes, / | 1:1 

The body's Ald with ſurfers, and diteales; 

By Ryot (mare than War) mentlaughtred be, 

From which gonfuſion this Old Man is free. 

He once was.catch'din the Vencrall Sin, - 

And (being puniſh'd) did experience win, -.. 

Thar carefull fgarc his Conſcience fo did ſtrike, 

He never vwould againe attempc the like, .. | 

Which ro our ngderitandings may expreſſe 

Mens dayes arc-ſhortacd through laſciviouſnelle, 

And that a competent contenting Dyet 

Makes men live long, and.ſoundly fleepe in quict. 

Miſtake, me not, T:ipeake not to debax (i--: 

re of all ſort 5. forall Creaturesare: 
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Good fare « | 
Made for.rggns uſe, and may by Man be us'd, 

Not by voratious Gluttony abus'd. 
For hee that darcs to ſcandall or deprave,.: . i 
Good houſ-keeping . Oh hang up ſuch a Knave; 
Rather commend { what is not to be found) 
Thea injure that w®. makes the world renownd. 
Bownty. hath got a ſpice of Lethargie, 

And. liberal noble Hofpizality 
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The Life of 7 - ws won 
May ©g lands tex good houſ:-keepert be pens 
With endleflc Gloiy: and eternbi}Ret cit 05) 0 
And may their Goods, Lands; and) chetthany py Seed 
With hcav'ns beſt Bleſsings multip] yand thro | 
"Tis madneſle ro buildheigh with foneand lime, 
Great houlcs, chat may: ſcemerhe Clatils edelime, 
With ſpacious Halls. , large Galleries; brayer obtties 
Fit to receive a King, Peeres, PRE and Gtoomes: 
Amongſt which rooms|the devilt url pur 2W itch 
And made a finall Tabatcochi the Kidchin'' = n,; 
For Coveronſneſſe the Mine of Mifchisf@fi, 10 BOING 
And Chriſftien Bounty the H igh-vwayt6 Biff! Wl 
To wearea Farms. inſhoo:ſtriggs,) edb*Uyvith! wi 
And ſpangled Gartersxyvorthiw blÞZ 
A hoſ and duhler, which a.Lotd (oft! 99:1 911. 
A gawdy-claske (three Manours pricollvadty) - | 
A Beaver, Band;and-Feather ©v hoWRead:: 70 
(Priz'd at cheChurchesry: threpoAPt RraityUrEkd) 
For which the Wearcrs LA's ws and abhoffr's d'- 
Like Tervpoagns golden Catvei adariqe!: 0 | 
This double;xtcþlodgedmradls woe! ihe BET 
Knowes and remembers vhbrathbſeethingsWere 
Good whalſpme labourwas his'ecbivife,, (not; 
Deynerl che Lamb;8whhalelarkavouldrif 
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Th x Very ) Ola Man : 
In myre and toyling ſwvetthee ſpent the. da 
And i his RELTTO 
The{,ak bis nigbt-C lotk;ankd tilbday was done,” 
His Watch,and' chiake: dun+Dualoyas the! Su. 
Hes was Of, old Pirhagoraciopinibny -|'- : (ni oh 
hat gro5aichetfowrasmoſturboiſdn (ith! 26-0. 
& 6 Melon Broohand: foi his daily y Ivwviep ; 
Milke,Burtter-mil k.and Watey \ Whay, and Whig; 
Somcrimes Matheylin, arid by forte! kappie,” z 
He Fomerjmpalip ﬆi Ciipof Ale moſt _ 
Syder, or Reaxywhenther did repaire. © - 
T'a Whitlon Ale, Wake, Wedding,or aFaire. - 
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At his 899d Land-lnkhoukamooghttgvelt 1 
Elſe heel had linfeleafiire Timhero waſte, tt 10: 
Or (ataheAle.h lc Jhuffd-cap Als to eaſtey? HS.2 1 
Nor did hea.eyexibuare Tavdrhe Foxy. 7. 
Ne zcknewa Coach Edbacco'or thoPox. - 

His Philacke was good'Butter,vohich + 

Of Salop yeclds; mare (weerthan: Candy oyle, - os 
And Gatlick bee gſteera'd aboverhe rate”! | 
Ot Yenice-Triacleor beft Mithridate, + 

Hee entertain'd no Gor, no Achethe felt. 


The ayrc was good, arid tomp'ratyyhete hedivett 
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/ be Life of '{ homas Parry. 
Whilſt Haviſes, and ſweet tongu'd Nightingales 
Did chant him Roundelayes, and Madigals. 
Thus living within bounds of Natures Lawes, 
Of his long laſting life may be ſome cauſe. 

For though th'almightyall mans daics do meaſure, 
And doth difpole of life and death at pleaſure, 
Yer Nature being wrong'd, mans dayes and date 
May beabridg'd, and God may tollerate. 

But had the Father of this Thomas Parr, 

His Grand-father, and his Great grand-farher, 
Had their lives threds ſo long a length been ſpun, 
They (by fucceſsion) might from Sire to Son 
Have been unwritten Chronicles, and by 
Tradition fhew Times mutabillicy. 

Then Parr might ſay he heard his Father well, 
Say that his Grand-fire heard his Father tell ——= 
The death of famous Edward the Confellor, ©— 
(Harrold) and William Conq'rour his lucceſfor ; 
How his Son Robert wan leru/alem, 
- Ore-came the Sarazens, and Conquer'd them : 
How Rufw raign'd, and's Brother Henry next, - 
And how ulurping Siews this Kingdome vext : 
How Mazdthe Empreſs(che firit Henries daughter) 
To gaine her Right,Hill'd Bxglard full of laughter: 

D- | 
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Of Richard Cuer-de-lyons his brave here, 


7 be very Old Man: or 
Of ſecond Henry's Roſamond the faire, 


King lon, and of the foule ſuſpicion 

Of Arthurs death; Johns elder Brothers Son. 

Of the third Henries long raigne ( lixty yeares ) 
The Barons wars, the lofle of wrangling Peeres, 
How Long-/hanks did the Scots & French convince, 
Tam'd 1Vales,and made his haples ſon their Prince. 
How ſecond Edward was Carnarvon call'd, 

Beaten by Scots, and by his Queen inthrall'd. 
How the third Edward, fifty yeares did raigne, 
And thonor'd Garters Order did ordaine. 

Next howv the ſecond Richard livd anddy d, 

And how fourth Henries faftion did divide 

The Realme with civill (moſt uncivill ) war 
'Twixt long contending Yorke and Lancaſter. 
How the fift Henry ſwayd, and how his ſon 

Sixt Henry, a lad Pilgrimage did run. 

Then of fourth Edward, and faire Miſtriſle Shore, 
King Edwards Concubine Lord Haſtings (—) 
Then how fifc Edward, murthered with a trick 
Of che third Richard, and then hovy that Dick 
Was by ſeventh Henries {laine at Boſworth field ; 
How he and's ſon th'eighth Hewry,here did wield 


The 


/ he Life of Thomas Parr. 
The Scepter; howy ſ1xt Edward ſwayd, 
How .Mary rul'd, and hovvthat royall Mayd 
Elizabeth did Governe (beſt of Dames ) 
And Phenix-like expird, and how juſt Iames 
(Another Phenix) from her Aſhes claimes 
The right of Britaines Scepter, as his owne, 
Bur (changing for a better) left the Crowne 
Where now 'tis, with King Charles, and may it be 
With him, and his moſt bleſt Poſteriry / 
Till cime ſhall end ; be they on Earth renown'd, 
And after with Eternity be crown'd. (ding) 
Fhus had Parr had good breeding, (withour rea- 
Hee from his ſtre, and Grand fires lire proceeding, 
By word of mouth might tell moſt famous-things 
Done in the Raigns of all thoſe Queens and Kings. 
But hee in Hnsbandry.hath bin broughe up, 
And nere did taſte.-the Heliconian cup, 
He nere knew Hiſtory, nor in mind did keepe | 
Ought, but the price of Corne, Hay, Kine,or — 
Day found him work,and Night allowd him rett. 
Nor did Afﬀaires of Stac his Lraine'moleſt. 
His hight Ambition was, A tregto-lop, 
Or at the furtheſt to:a Mayzpoles top,» - 
His Recreatuon; andhis Mizths diſtourle,: .. 
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{ be very Old Man: @r 
Hath been the *Pyper, and the Hobby-horpe. 
And in this ſimple ſort, hee hath with paine, 
From Ciuldhood liv'd to bee a Child againe. 
"Ts ttrange, a man char is,in yeares ſo growne 
Should nor be rich, but ro theworld 'tis knovwne, 
Tha: hee chat's borne in any Land,or Nation, 
Vn. er a 1 welve-pence Planets Domination, 
(By working oi that Planets influence). 
Shall never live to be worth chirteene pence. 
Whereby (although his Learningcannor ſhow it) 
Hee's rich eaoughto be (like mee) a Poer. | 

But ere 1 docconclude, I will relate 

Ot reverend Apes Honourable ſtate, 


Where ſhall a young man good [Inſtructions have, 


Bur fromthe Ancient, from Experience grave? 
Roboam, (Sonne and Heire to Solomon) 
Rejecting ancient Counſell, was undone 


Almoſt, fortenof twelve Tribes fell 


To Jeroboam King of Iſrael. 


And all wiſe Princes, and great Potentates- 
Sele& and chule Old men, as Magiſtrates, 


Whoſe Wiſedome,and whole reverend Aſpect, 
Knowes how and when to puniſh or protect. 
The Patriarkes long lives before the Flood, -  - 

; Were 
CYCRNENECRTICDTENUEPE 


>» 


TDI IDIIIDIIIDYG 

{ le Lite cf 1 homas Farr. 
Were giventhem (as tis rightly underſtood) 
To ſtore and multiply by procreations, 

That people ſhould inhabit and breed Nations. 
{ hatth Ancients their Polterities might ſhowy 
The ſecrets Deepe, of Nature how to know 
To ſcale the skie with learn'd Aftronomy, 

And found the Oceans deepe profundity , 

But chiefly how to ſerve, and to obey 

God, who made them our of flime and clay; 
Should men live now, as long as they did then, 


o ; - _ 
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The Earth could nor ſuſtaine the Breed of Men. 


Fach man had many wives, which Bigamie, 
Was (uch increaſe to their Poſterity, 

That one old man might ſee before he dy'd, 
That his owne only off-ſpring had ſupply'd 
And Peopled Kingdomes. 

But now ſo brittle's the eſtate of man, 

That (in Compariſon ) his life's a ſpan. . 
Yet ſince the Flood it may be proved plaine, 
That many did a longer lite recaine, 

Than him I write of, for Arpachſhad liv'd 
Foure hundred thirty eight, Shelah ſurviv d 
Foure hundred thirty three yeares, Eber more, 
For heliy'd twice two hundred fixty fours. + 


K ISIS UIBDIBIVDD 
# Lhe very Old Man : or 
Two hundred yeares Terab was alive, 
And Abr'bamliv'd one hundred leventy five. 
Before Iob's Troubles, holy writrelates, 
His ſons and daughters were at marriage ſtates, 
And after his reſtoring, tis molt cleare, 
T hat he ſurviv'd one hundred forty yeare. 
Tohn Buttadew (it report betrue) 
Is his name that is ſtiPd, The Wandring Tew, 
Tis ſaid, he ſaw our Saviourdye; and how 
He was a man then, and is living now; 
Whercof Relations you (that will) may reade; 
Burt pardon nue, tis no part of my Creed. . 
Vpon a Germanes Ape, tis written thus, 
That one Johannes de Temporivus 
Was Armour-bearer to brave Charlemaignes | 
And that unto the age he did atraine 
Of yeares three hundred ſixty one, and then, 
od John of Times return'd to Earth agen. 
And Noble Neſtor, at the ſiege of Troy, 
Had liv dthree hundred yeares both Man and boy. 
Sir }Valter Rawleigh (a moſt learned Knight) 

Doth of an 1riſb Counteſle, Deſmond write, 
Of ſeven ſcore yeares of Age, he with her ſpake.: 
The Lord Saint Albanes doth more mention make 

That 
CSELELEDEDERD EREPS. 
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The Life of | homas Parr. ] 
That ſhe was Married in Fourth Edwards raigne, 
Thrice ſhed her Teeth, whichthree times came a- 
T he High-land Scots andthe Wilde- Iriſh are (gaine. 
Long liv'd with. Labour, hard and temperate fare. 
Amongſt the Barbarous Indians ſome live ſtrong 
And luſty, neere two hundred winters long 2 
So as I ſaid before my Verſe now fayes: 

By wronging Nature,men cut off their dayes, 
Therefore (as Times are) He I now write on, 

The age of all in Britaxe hath out gone; 

All thoſe that were alive when he had Birth, 

Are turn'd againe unto their mother earth, 

If any of them live, and doereplye, 

I will be ſorry, and confeſle | lye. 

For had he bin a Marchantithen perhaps 

Stormes, Thunderclaps, or feare of pr | 
Sands,Rocks,or Roving Pyrats, Guſts and ſtormes 
Had made him (long ere this) the food of worms, || 
Had he a Hercer, or a Silk-manbin, 

And truſted much in hope great gaineto win. 
And late and carly ftriv'd to get or fave 

His Gray head long ere now had been ith Grave. 
Or had he been a ſudge or Magiſtrate, 

Or of Great Counlcll in Aﬀaires of ſtate 
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FA "+". be Very "OH. Mans O77 
7] hen dayes impartant bulineſle,arid nights! Cares F-5 
Wo Had longerethis, Interrdhis hoiry hares :.: 
* Bur as I writ before, no cares appreſt him, 
 Noreverdid Afﬀaires of State moleft SITY 
Some nay objcet, that they will-not believe 


| His Age to be ſo much; for none can give 
1. _Accountthereof, Time being paſt fo. ww, 
4 AndathisBirththere was no Re; 

ih The Regiſter wasninrty ſeven yeares RE. 


Wm CGCivn by th'eight Henry (that Ilaftrions Prince) - 

| Th'ycaretificene hundred fourryw anting ewaldc) 
And inthe thirticth yeare of rhar Kings raigne 3. Ho 

' So old Parr now, wasalmoſt an old many. i; 
Neere Ixty ere the Regilter began. 

| Phave writ as much. as Reaſon can rei utres.' 24 

W- Ry imes did paſſe, how's Leaſes expire; + 

| netlemenoth Connery :did Relate. 
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TD King by their Certificate!  ( him, 
is ag hovv time ww" gray haires hathcrownd 


Bj lave himolder _ found hitg. 
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